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What is Africa?



What is ‘Africa’?











Cathedral of St. Michael and George, Grahamstown, South Africa



Orthodox Coptic Christian Church of Beta, Ethiopia



Noor Mohammad Mosque, Zanzibar



Meeting of Zion Christian Church, Moria, South Africa



Bishop Desmond Tutu

Vela Shembe, Nazareth Baptist Church















‘Africa’s Problems’ are not African problems;
They are our problems. We
Are Africa!













After the Berlin Conference of
1884

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ColonialAfrica_1914.png


Take up the White Man's burden--

Send forth the best ye breed--

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,

Half-devil and half-child.

-Rudyard Kipling





‘Extroversion’ of Africa



1927: Liberian President agrees to $5 mil. deal with 
Firestone for 99 yr. concession = 10% of arable land



‘Beverage economies’: Mazrui

Sugar





Altered Social 
Relations 

of Production



From Communal Owners Producing for Self and Local Markets to Workers 
Producing for Landowner for Sale in Global Cash Crop Markets









North-South Divides



ANGOLA: Note Cabinda
Province is not connected
to the rest of the country





HDI for 2011:  http://chartsbin.com/view/5352  

Africa in ‘Development’
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Characterizing Underdevelopment

Burundi

• >90% employment in agric.

• Agric = 40% of GDP

• 2013 X = $113m

• 2013 M = $873m

• X = coffee, tea, sugar, hides

• M = finished goods, petrol

• Aid = 42% of national income

• Colonial powers significant 
trade partners + neighbours
and China/Pakistan

Burkina Faso

• GNI/cap = $710

• >80% in susbsistence farming

• X = cotton, livestock, gold

• Gold dramatically increased X 
over last few years

• M = finished goods, petrol, 
food

• France, Canada, Japan, China, 
India, Indonesia, Bangladesh 
main trade partners





Private Sector (.com)
Civil Society
(.org)

The Sovereign State

State (.gov)



Private Sector (.com)
(profit)

Civil Society
(.org) 
(individual and 
collective interests)

Dominant Actors have different 
interests

State (Security for 
development*)

Citizens

*Minimizing threats and vulnerabilities; maximizing choice and opportunity



(External)
Private Sector (.com)

Civil Society
(.org)

State (.gov)
-’beverage’ crops
- Gemstones
- Timber
- Coal
- Oil

-self-help
-black-market





Turn the Narrative Upside Down

• We are Africa
• We make ‘Africa’ through unquestioned ways of 

seeing and saying
• ‘Africa’ is, at our most accurate, a continent
• Within the continent there is endless variation
• Should we not reconsider ‘top and bottom’, 

‘developed and developing’ in light of climate 
change, biodiversity loss, etc?

• Maybe we have something to learn from others 
regarding ‘sustainability’ 



Thank You!


