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What is Site-Specific Performance? 

 Animation based on site as resource; 

performance is conceived for, mounted within, 

and conditioned by the particular qualities of the 

site. Animation may illuminate historical, 

archaeological, cultural detail of site; combining 

memory, myth, and dream. 

 Trinity of Creation: Host / Ghost / Witness 

(McLucas / Pearson). 

 Site-Specific Art: Certain conditions of reception 

create a perception in viewer of own effort to 

view, and thereby locate or place work.  

 



 

Challenge of Found to Artist and Audience 

 Historical, political, cultural, and economic factors. 

 Built-in associations: between host and witness. 

 Active environment: a place where sensory conditions 

can come under question – climate, smells, surfaces, 

etc.  

 Indeterminacy: scale, actuals vs. animation, everyday 

vs. exotic. 

 

    



The Found and the Fabricated  

of Site-Specific Performance 
 

The Demand on the Audience-Archivist & Performance Remains 
 

Consider how the audience is sensorially-engaged by the performance:  

walking and navigating via the senses in a performance of place. 
 

 Audience is looking = piecing together, speculating 

 Audience is Feeling (Felt-Semiotics): Haptics, proxemics, kinaesthetics in  

        experience of event. Challenge of ocular knowledge 

 Consider the sensory response to memory and emotion, and for each  

        audience member: a unique experience and response to performance 

 Being an Audience-Witness means performing the archive of place;  

        that is, engaging with the ineffable rituals of work and the residue of flesh  

 

 
 

 


