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OR
HOW DID WE GO FROM THIS?

Opening Ceremony 2012 Olympics



TO THIS

The Guardian, 14 Oct 2019



WHAT HAPPENED?



BBC News: www.bbc.com/news/politics/eu_referendum/results



www.bbc.com/news/politics/eu_referendum/results



“

”

WE ARE INEXTRICABLY PART OF 
EUROPE … FOR EUROPE IS WHERE 

WE ARE AND WHERE WE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN

MARGARET THATCHER, 16 APRIL 1975



“

”

AN UNREPEATABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
A NATION THAT LOST AN EMPIRE TO 

GAIN A CONTINENT

THE SUN, 1971



“

”

ON THE WHOLE, LEAVE VOTERS HAVE FAR MORE IN 
COMMON WITH EACH OTHER THAN THEY HAVE 

THINGS THAT DIVIDE THEM. OVER THREE-QUARTERS OF 
LEAVE VOTERS FEEL DISILLUSIONED WITH POLITICIANS; 

TWO-THIRDS SUPPORT THE DEATH PENALTY; AND 
WELL OVER HALF FEEL VERY STRONGLY ENGLISH. 

HTTPS://WWW.JRF.ORG.UK/REPORT/BREXIT-VOTE-EXPLAINED-POVERTY-LOW-SKILLS-AND-LACK-OPPORTUNITIES







www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-45098550

10/viii/2018

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-45098550


SOMEWHERES VS ANYWHERES

• SOMEWHERES IDENTIFY WITH 

PLACE AND GROUP

• STRONG GROUP ATTACHMENT

• VALUE SECURITY AND 

FAMILIARITY

• CONSCIOUS OF THE PAST

• MORE LIKELY NOT TO HAVE PSE

• ANYWHERES IDENTIFY WITH 

ACHIEVEMENT AND POSITION

• WEAK ATTACHMENT TO PLACE 

OR GROUP

• VALUE FREEDOM, MOBILITY, 

AND DIVERSITY

• FUTURE FOCUSED

• TYPICALLY ATTENDED PSE
David Goodhart, The Road to Somewhere: The Populist 

Revolt and the Future of Politics (2017)



A VERY BRITISH
REACTION TO A 

GLOBAL 
PHENOMENON



Martin Rowson, The Guardian, 18 Nov 2016



Brexitism: recent variation of English 

nationalist populism, characterized by a lack 

of policy detail, systematic misinformation, 

ethnic exclusivity, and status informed by the 

former British Empire

it draws on nostalgia, a highly 

selective reading of history, and 

skepticism about the future

Brexit Bin #FBPE #NotMyBrexit @Brexitbin Sept15, 2019



DEFINITIONS

• POPULISM

• DISTRUST

• DECLINE (EMPIRE OR 

INDUSTRIAL)

• DEPRIVATION (RELATIVE)

• DE-ALIGNMENT

• SADOPOPULISM

• SELF-DESTRUCTIVE 

BEHAVIOR BECAUSE YOUR 

OPPONENTS WILL SUFFER 

MORE

• ‘POISON-PILL’



“

”

REDISCOVER ITS ROLE AS A GREAT, 
GLOBAL, TRADING NATION

THERESA MAY, JANUARY 2017



“

”

ONCE AGAIN, BRITAIN HAS OVERPLAYED ITS 
HAND. PREFERRING TO LIVE IN THE PAST RATHER 

THAN LEARN FROM IT, WE FIND OURSELVES 
DIMINISHED IN THE PRESENT AND CLUELESS 

ABOUT THE FUTURE.

GARY YOUNGE

BRITAIN’S IMPERIAL FANTASIES HAVE GIVEN US BREXIT 

THE GUARDIAN, 3 FEB 2018



TAKE BACK CONTROL





Brexit Bin #FBPE #NotMyBrexit @Brexitbin

Sept15, 2019



LEAVE.EU
TWEET

OCT 2019

DELETED AFTER AN 

OUTCRY



WHEN THE FUTURE 
COLLAPSES, THE PAST 

RUSHES IN



“

”

IT IS PROBABLY ONLY POSSIBLE TO 
BE NOSTALGIC FOR EMPIRE IF YOU 

FORGET MOST OF ITS HISTORY

ROBERT SAUNDERS, HISTORIAN AT QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

THE GUARDIAN, 7 JAN 2019



“

”

IT’S WATERLOO! IT’S CRÉCY. IT’S 
AGINCOURT. WE WIN ALL THESE 

THINGS

JACOB REES-MOGG, TORY CONFERENCE, 2019



FONS AMERICANUS

KARA WALKER

TATE MODERN, 2019



AND WHAT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH?



THERE MAY ONLY BE 1.2 BILLION CATHOLICS 
IN THE WORLD COMPARED WITH 2.4 

BILLION MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH. THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT 

THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE FORMER 
ACTUALLY KNOW THEY’RE CATHOLIC

PHILIP MURPHY

DIRECTOR

INSTITUTE FOR COMMONWEALTH STUDIES

Philip Murphy, The Empire’s New Clothes: the Myth of the 

Commonwealth (2018), 



WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE?



Chris Riddell, The Guardian, 25 Jan 2020



BORIS JOHNSON

‘BUNG A BOB FOR A BIG BEN BONG’



WHEN ASKED IF THEY WILL CELEBRATE THIS WEEK

YouGov poll, 27 Jan 2020

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/survey-results/daily/2020/01/27/2df4a/1



Martin Rowson, cover illustration for The New European, 

#114 4-10 October 2018



“

”

INESCAPABLE LOGIC OF BREXIT IS 
TO DRIVE GLOBAL FORCES EVER 

MORE DEEPLY INTO THE VERY 
COMMUNITIES DESPERATE FOR 

PROTECTION FROM THEM

JOHN DENHAM

DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRE FOR ENGLISH IDENTITY AND 

POLITICS

The Guardian, 13 Aug 2019
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