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Overview

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?
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What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?
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What have we learned about populism?



Question 2

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 2

Three waves of populism:

§19th-century rural Russia, America

§Narodniks (= populists in Russian)

§ Populist (or People’s) Party

§Mid-20th-century Latin America

§Early 21st-century Europe, Americas

What is 

populism?



Question 2

“Populism worships the people” (Ionescu 

and Gellner 1969)

Basic aim of populism: within a 

democracy, to represent the will of the 

people vis-à-vis an elite

What is 

populism?



Question 2

Core concept: the people

§People as sovereign

§Common people

§The nation

What is 

populism?



Question 2

Core concept: the elite

§Working against the interests of the 

people

§Preventing the realization of the 

general will

What is 

populism?



Question 2

Core concept: the will of the people

§Also known as the general will 

(Rousseau: volonté générale)

§Pure; faultless; the highest good of a 

nation

What is 

populism?



Question 2

Moral implications:

Basic aim of populism: within a 

democracy, to represent the will of the 

people vis-à-vis an elite

Populism moralizes politics, pitting good 

against evil

What is 

populism?



Question 2

Analytical implications:

§ Ideational

§Cas Mudde – thin ideology

§Discursive

§Political

§Contextual

What is 

populism?



Question 3

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 3

Populism thrives on grievance

§Social and economic turbulence

§Political unresponsiveness

§Government insularity

§Culture wars

§Social media

Why is 

populism 

on the 

rise?



Question 4

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 4

Isn’t rule of the people (democracy), as 

opposed to rule by one (autocracy) or the 

few (oligarchy), a good thing? Isn’t 

populism about defending democracy? 

§Ernesto Laclau – populism can 

reinvigorate democracy by giving people 

a real voice in their affairs

Why do 

we feel 

threatened 

by 

populism?



Question 4

Populism is by its nature confrontational

§Champions democracy (rule by the people)

§Challenges liberal democracy (democracy 

+ rule of law + pluralism) exclusion

§Anger | Fear-mongering | Brutality

§Where will it lead? Hannah Arendt

Why do 

we feel 

threatened 

by 

populism?



Question 4

Populists in power

§Demagoguery 

§Occupation of the state

§Restriction of media

§Mass clientelism

§Pandering

§Paradox of populists becoming the elite

Why do 

we feel 

threatened 

by 

populism?
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What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 5

§Exclude

§ Imitate

§Engage and debate – Jan-Werner Müller

§Educate

What can 

we do 

about 

populism?



Question 6

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 6

The Guardian

populism quiz:

Are we 

populists?







Question 7

What is going on?

What is populism?

Why is populism on the rise?

Why do we feel threatened by populism?

What can we do about populism?

Are we populists?

What have we learned about populism?



Question 7

§Populism based on idea of a unified 

people having a general will

§Populism knows no ideological, cultural, 

or national borders

§Populism thrives on grievance and 

confrontation

§Populism clashes with liberal democracy

What have 

we learned 

about 

populism?
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