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Hong Kong

u Hong Kong 香港

u 7.482 million (2020)

u GDP $346.6 billion USD (2020)

u Official languages Cantonese and 
English 

u Three major regions consist of Hong 
Kong: 1. Hong Kong Island, 2. 
Kowloon, and 3. the New Territories
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Han Dynasty (206BC-220AD)

u Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 
Museum

u The tomb proves that 
early Chinese civilization 
had spread to Hong Kong 
2,000 years ago

u There were no bodies 
found in the tomb

u Located in Sham Shui Po 
District, Kowloon



Song Dynasty (960-1279)

Sung Wong Toi, believed to be a memorial
to the last two boy emperors of the Southern
Song Dynasty

Zhao Bing (1272-1279)Zhao Shi (1270-1278)



Walled Villages of the New 
Territories

u The Five Great Clans of 
the New Territories consist 
of the Tang, Hau, Pang, 
Liu, and the Man families

u Walled villages such as this 
one were constructed in 
order to keep pirates and 
bandits out



Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and the 
arrival of Europeans

u The Portuguese 
were the first 
Europeans to 
establish a 
settlement on Hong 
Kong

u However, this was 
short-lived for the 
Ming court expelled 
the Portuguese due 
to Alvares’ brother 
who was known for 
his piracy and 
slavery in southern 
China. Jorge Alvares (late 

15th century-1521



Haijin and the Great Clearance 
Policy

u Haijin mid-16th Century and 
the Great Clearance Policy 
1661-1683

u Witnessed massive 
evacuation of the coastal 
provinces to protect from 
piracy and Ming loyalists

u 16,000 people were driven 
inland, leaving Hong Kong 
largely as a wasteland



Britain’s Entry into East Asia

u European merchants were 
confined to their factories 
along the coast of Canton 
(Guangzhou)

u Goods such as silk, 
porcelain, and tea were 
purchased with silver

u Many merchants 
complained that the system 
was too strict and stood 
against the value of free 
trade

u Britain was especially facing 
a trade deficit with China

Lord Macartney’s Embassy

Canton System
Foreign Factories 

In modern day 
Guangzhou



Opium Wars

u The sale of the narcotic 
opium to the Chinese 
became vital to the British 
economy

u The destruction of British 
opium stocks led to the First 
Opium War (1839-1842) 
and the Second Opium 
War (1856-1860).

u The Chinese were forced to 
cede the island of Hong 
Kong in perpetuity 



Hong Kong, Crown Colony 1842



War and Expansion

u The Second Opium War led 
to further Chinese ports 
being opened for trade

u Kowloon was ceded to 
Britain (1860)

u The war effectively 
legalized the opium trade

u Anglo-French forces 
entered Beijing burned and 
looted the Summer Palace



Early Foundation
u Hong Kong economically 

struggled till the 1840s/1850s

u Hong Kong’s success was 
based on its status as an 
entrepot (re-selling of goods), 
and as a transient hub for 
human labour

u It should be noted that until 
the end of the Second World 
War, Hong Kong was 
considered secondary by the 
British when compared with 
Shanghai

u Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Bank (HSBC) established in 
1864



Multicultural Hong Kong

u Hong Kong was not home to 
just ethnic Chinese and Britons

u Note the mixed Cantonese and 
Western architecture of the 
harbour front

u Constitutional framework of 
Hong Kong was laid out in 1843: 
Governor->Executive Council-
>Legislative Council



The New Territories

u Britain acquired a 99-year lease in 
the Convention of Peking 1898

u It was deemed necessary for Hong 
Kong’s growth to acquire the land 
and it was hoped that the treaty 
could be extended by 1997

u Boundary Street is point that 
separates Kowloon from the New 
Territories



Growth of Chinese Nationalism

Conflicts in mainland China aroused Chinese 
nationalism in Hong Kong such as the First 
Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895)

Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the father of the republic, 
was educated and used Hong Kong as a 
forward base to recruit for the revolution, 
which toppled the Qing dynasty in 1911

”Down with traitors who buy Japanese goods,” 1919



First World War and Segregation

u Hong Kong was never threatened in the First World War, but 
remained an important harbour in East Asia for Allied shipping

u The 1904 Peak District Reservation Ordinance 

and its 1918 amendment ensured that the Peak 

around Victoria Mountain would be exclusive 

to Europeans only. This law was not dismissed until 

after the Second World War



Canton-Hong Kong Strike-Boycott 
of 1925-1926 

u Was strike and boycott of British goods 
that occurred from June 1925 to 
October 1926 in response to the May 30 
Movement shooting incidents in which 
Chinese protesters were fired upon by 
British-Sikh police forces in Shanghai

u The strike paralyzed Hong Kong’s 
economy which was only saved by a £3 
million loan by the British government



Second World War and 
Occupation

Victorious Japanese begin the occupation
of Hong Kong at the end of 1941

During the battle, clock tower can be seen
in the distance



Foreign bankers detained

Notice of population decrease by 
reparation

Allied air raids over occupied Hong Kong



Return of Empire, a new Hong Kong



World War to a Cold War: 
Establishment of the People’s 

Republic of China u October 1, 1949, 
Chairman Mao 
Zedong (1893-1976) 
declares the 
founding of the 
PRC

u January 6, 1950, 
Britain recognizes 
the new communist 
regime

u Tensions remained 
high as the Korean 
War (1950-1953) 
broke out and 
witnessed British 
and Chinese forces 
on opposing sides



Cold War Economic Kickoff

u The Cold War forced 
Hong Kong to 
industrialize, with a 
focus on light industry 
(textile and plastic 
products)

Chinese refugees flee to Hong Kong. 
The first months of 1950 saw over 700,000 

refugees arrive in Hong Kong



1966 Star Ferry Riots

u So Sau-chung began a hunger 
strike on April 4, to protest the 
Star Ferry’s price increase

u He caught the public mood and 
quickly drew a crowd of 
supporters

u Although the riots only lasted a 
few days 250 people received 
sentences of up to two years and 
damage caused estimated to 
be no less than HK$20 million

u The fare increase still went ahead



1967 Leftist Riots
u A large-scale riots 

against British Hong 
Kong government by 
supporters of the CCP, 
in the backdrop of the 
Cultural Revolution

u Resulted in 51 deaths, 
802 injuries, and 1,936 
arrests

u In the end, government 
victory, but publicly 
reflected on its failure to 
address certain social 
grievances and carried 
out major social reforms



Reforms
u Hong Kong went 

through major 
social reforms 
under MacLehose

u 1970s-1980s 
witnessed Hong 
Kong’s economy 
transform from 
manufacturing 
base into finance 
and service

u Massive housing 
development 
occurred at this 
period

Governor Murray MacLehose
(1971-1982)



Becoming Hong Kongese

Shaw Brothers Studio The Beatles tour Hong Kong in 1964 A Better Tomorrow 1986 
(Gangster Film)

Li Ka-shing, business magnate
30th richest man in the world ($37 billion USD).

Helped develop the finance sector

Small sample of famous Hong Kong actors



Hong Kong’s Hybrid Status

u Throughout the 
1970s-1990s more 
people became 
educated and 
wealthy

u Alongside British 
and Chinese 
culture emerged a 
love for American 
and Japanese 
culture



Sino-British Joint Declaration

Deng Xiaoping and Margaret Thatcher,
September 24, 1982



Controversies 

u The Tiananmen Square 
Protests of 1989 did not 
reignite confidence of the 
Hong Kong people

u Beijing accused the British 
in the1990s over the Hong 
Kong International Airport 
construction as an attempt 
to bankrupt Hong Kong

u Governor Chris Patten 
(1992-1997) democratic 
reforms



1997 Handover

July 1, 1997, the handover ceremony



2000s-2010s
u The 1997 Asian Financial Crisis 

saw the Hong Kong 
government spend more than 
$1 billion USD to defend the 
local currency

u 2002-2004 SARS Outbreak which 
resulted in nearly 300 lives lost in 
Hong Kong 

u 2003 Article 23 Protest

u The Umbrella Movement 
emerged during the Hong Kong 
democracy protests of 2014

Regulations for SARS seems familiar…

Protesters demontrate in 2003



2019-Present



Suggested Further Readings

John Carroll’s A Concise 
History of Hong Kong (Lanham:

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 
Inc., 2007)

Steve Tsang’s A Modern History
of Hong Kong (London: I.B. Tauris, 

2004)



Thank you very much!
u Dalton Rawcliffe, PhD Candidate History York University

u drawclif@yorku.ca

Symbol of Hong Kong’s “Lion Rock Spirit”


