
Lecture Series- China: Yesterday, 
Today, Tomorrow

Who, What and Where is China? 
Part Two



Last week: Some enduring patterns of state, society and 
the good life that still influence the Chinese world today. 
Confucianism, Meritocratic Administration, Imperial Rule

How China came to be called China- by us and by the 
Chinese

This week: 1. The political, economic, military and 
identity crises of the Da Qing Guo/ Great Qing State.

2. Creating the first Chinese Republic (1912) and the 
political conflict that became the post WWII civil war. 

Rebuilding the Republican dream on Taiwan and the new 
Communist state in the mainland People’s Republic. 

3. Trying to create a united state from a multi-cultural 
empire. The creation of the idea of the Han Chinese race, 

of Chinese national sovereignty, national territory and 
President Xi Jinping’s ‘China Dream’Qing Empress Xiaoqinxian, Empress 

Dowager Cixi (born 1835, ruled 1861-1908)
慈禧太后, Manchu Yehe Nara



Part 1. The political, economic, military and identity crises of the Da Qing Guo/ Great Qing State.

Population Pressure

Doubling every 100 years

1650 = 100 million
1750 = 200 million
1850 = 400 million

Increased migration to 
traditionally poor farming areas 
rather than increased density

Increased pressure on marginal 
agricultural areas



Governing problems

Competition for exams
Government too small

19th century Emperors not as effective
Taxes in decline

Results?

Rebellions 
Corruption

Manchu Banner Army in decline
Factionalism in the Imperial court

China and Qing dynasty were on the verge of 
major changes 

Intervention of Europe not sole reason for 
change in 19th century



Sino-centric Diplomacy under siege 

1. Great Qing State as the center of the world

2. Countries arranged by cultural proximity to China

3. Relations arranged according to the Tribute 
system 

No Qing ministry of Foreign Affairs

for the north (Mongolians, Russians, Xinjiang) The 
Lifan Yuan

For the Jesuits- Imperial Household

For the inner sinofied states (Korea, Vietnam, 
Burma, Siam but not Japan) The Ministry of Rites

For the European traders- The Canton System

New European concepts of 
international law and trade 

considered as ‘universal’ 

Law of the Sea
Free Trade

Equality of Nations

versus

Canton
‘The Factories’



For most of recorded history the Chinese dynasties, along with imperial India, were the worlds’ biggest economies. In 
many ways China and Asia are now returning to their traditional roles of drivers of the global economy 



Opium use in the Qing and British empires

1800 British EIC buying 23 
million pounds of tea, by 1830 

1/10  British government 
revenues come from the 

opium trade 

Opium imports to China

1792 200 chests
1800 4,570- 650,000 pds

1832 24,000
1835 30,000

1838 40,000 3 million pds +

Opium trade with China begun by the Dutch

China always had its own domestic sources from Sichuan 

Opium smoking banned 1729, consumption growth & 
importation 1796 

Bans rarely enforced 



Drug Money: the 1st (1839-42) and 2nd 
(1856-60) Opium Wars

First direct military conflicts between 
western nations & the Qing China (ignoring 

defeat of Russian empire in 17th century) 

First military action using advanced British 
& French technology (percussion rifles, iron 

clad, compartmentalized steam ships)

First treaties signed by a Chinese dynasty 
that acknowledged equality with a foreign 

power

1st war: A series of coastal battles

Sixteen gunships dispatched
British do not attack well-defended 

Guangzhou, but cities up-coast which have 
not yet modernized their coastal batteries 

2nd war:  ‘The Arrow War’ 

Canton/Guangzhou taken 1856
Chinese navy, partially modernized does 

better but defeated

French join 1857 with 30 ships & 5,000 men  

April 1858 combined forces sail for Beijing

The spread of the Opium trade 1842-1850



China is now open for busines but on ‘our’ terms

11 ports opened to foreign countries + 5 already opened

Opium trade legalized but Qing and republic never legalize

Christianity is legalized, promulgation is permitted 

Chinese workers allowed to immigrate 

Replacement of the Tribute system with the Treaty system 

Qing loss of tariff autonomy, opening of ports and 
extraterritoriality were unilateral 

Extraterritoriality will make it difficult for Chinese government to 
renegotiate the treaties

‘Two- tier’ national sovereignty with the China & the Republic on 
the lower tier  

Let’s not forget the fact that the combined war indemnities 
(‘compensation for damage or loss’) forced on the Qing state will 

consume almost half of state revenues between 1850 and 1941 



What about the Qing’s virtual monopoly on tea?

Time for our busy friends at the East India Company

Botanist Robert Fortune author of

Three Years’ Wanderings in the Northern Provinces of China 
Including A Visit to the Tea, Silk, and Cotton Countries

1848 sent to Shanghai in disguise and travels to Fujian and Zhejiang
provinces 

1849 ‘I have much pleasure in informing you that I have 
procured a large supply of seeds and young plants which I trust 

will get safely to India’ 

He collected 13,000 plants, 10,000 seeds which the EIC sent to 
plantations in the Himalayas and Darjeeling, India

Fujian province 

Zhejiang province 



Summer Palace/Yuan Ming 
Yuan, Beijing

Once northwest of the city, now 
in the university district 

At that time the world’s largest 
existing palace complex and 
one of the world’s largest and 

oldest art collections

October 18-28 1860, looted & 
burned for 10 days

Left, French & British Loot the Xizang Lou. Right exhibit at the 
Tuileries Palace, Paris of goods looted from the Summer 

Palace, both  French prints

Qianlong vase looted from the Summer Palace, 
one of a pair, found in a London, UK attic 

Sold by auction at Christies Hong Kong 2010 

51.6 million pounds/83 million US dollars



The Qianlong Emperor in Ceremonial Armor on 
Horseback, by Giuseppe Castiglione aka 郎世 Lang 

Shining 1688-1766

Emperor Qianlong’s armor
Looted 1860 by the French

Les Invalides Military Museum, Paris



The world’s most famous Pekinese.

‘Looty’ one of 5 taken from Dowager Empress Cixi’s home 
in the Summer Palace, given to Queen Victoria



Plaque at the entrance to the ruins of the European Palaces, Yuan Ming Yuan Summer 
Palace, Beijing

China’s recent history is tragic. Since 1840 and for one hundred 
years, foreign countries have, through military force, 

compelled the Chinese government to sign a series of unequal 
treaties which granted them Chinese land, monetary payments, 
the control of Chinese sea gates, the construction of banks and 

factories and the establishment of permeant concessions on 
Chinese soil. 

These foreign powers have granted themselves rights over our land 
and people, levied taxes, monopolized railroad construction 

and mining rights, while competing among themselves for such 
privileges. 

These treaties are testimony to China’s sad history and illustrate 
its fate at the hands of foreign invading forces.

During the last 70 years under the leadership of the (Communist) 
Party, we have fought for fairness and independence.

At last, in 1949, New China was established. We must never forget 
our history; it will be the guide to the future. 

Let us remember the past, remember the pain, remember history 
and pull our hearts together to build our China, spread the love 

of country to make it strong and build a new nation with 
Chinese characteristics. The Xizang Lou designed and built by the Jesuits

It’s famous fountain of twelve animals of the zodiac. Looted by the French & English



Taiping Rebellion 1853-1864 
Biggest in world

30-40 million dead
10 provinces destroyed

Central China removed from Qing control for 10 years

Civil war strengthened the forces of regionalism and 
weakened central Qing authority



Part 2. Creating the first Chinese Republic (1912) and the political conflict that became the 
post WWII civil war. 

Rebuilding the Republican dream on Taiwan and the new Communist state in the mainland 
People’s Republic.

The Qing now profoundly in crisis

Money & industry have shifted to the coast 
New provincial administrations and armies shift power to 
the provinces 

Zijiang Self-Strengthening 1860-1912 Rebuild the 
Qing, reform the administration, modernize education, 
strengthen the state 

Military strength rather than Confucian good 
government and relationship with the people 
emphasized –Shift in values concerning government 

Arsenals, naval bases, and warships
military academies established

Fuzhou Arsenal , Fujian Province founded 1866 



Qing China de-centered  The Wei Yuan world map 1843 

The Zongli Yamen/總理衙門, Qing 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, founded 1861

The tablet reads ‘中外禔福 Peace and 
Prosperity in and out of the empire

1854 1st graduate  from Yale

1860s Chinese to European universities

1872 Chinese high school students to Hartford, Conn. 



But the crisis deepens: Qing China’s Lost Wars

The Sino-French War 1884-5

The Sino-Japanese War 1894-5

The Boxer Rebellion 1900

‘Back off foreign devil’ Guangzhou, autumn 1883
Europeans in public need armed guards

The Eight Nation Allied Army (US, Great Britain, 
Germany, Russia, Austria, France, Italy and 

Japan) that invaded Beijing in 1900



As the late Qing Chinese Han elite try to make 
sense of how far the empire had fallen they come 

up with a set of solutions 

Tradition has ill served China
We must change tradition 

We must get rid of the Manchus & the imperial 
system

We must get rid of Confucianism 

We must embrace a new vision of the state; a 
republic with hard defined borders, with one 

national people, with one national language and 
culture

We must abandon the past. Science, technology and 
military strength are everything.

Modernity, military strength=civilization 

Instead of the state/administration serving the 
people (Confucianism) the people must serve the 

state in its goal of reform motivated by crisis 

Liang Qichao  梁啓超1873–1929
Exam Graduate, Han Chinese 

Nationalist, advocate for Zhongguo

Sun Yat-sen (Cantonese)/Sun Zhong-shan
(Mandarin) 孫中山1866-1925

Western educated, medical doctor, Anti-
Manchu revolutionary, 1st president of the 

Chinese Republic. Considered by the left & 
right as the father of modern China

Advocate of Zhonghua Mingguo The Chinese 
Republic  



Aisin-Gioro, Puyi

愛新覺羅-溥儀
The Xuantong Emperor, age seven

12th and final Qing Emperor 

Cutting the queue
the traditional Manchu

male hairstyle

Provincial assemblies name Sun Yat-sen provisional 
president, January 1912

Sun resigns in support of General Yuan Shikai 
Yuan seizes power and creates military dictatorship (above)
He dies 1916- the Republic collapses into warlord civil war 

for 10 years



Warlord factions divide the Republic, 1926

The growth of nationalist public opinion

May Thirtieth Anti-Imperialist Movement/五卅運動

Shanghai May 30 1925 9 dead, 14 injured shot by English troops 

Left, General strike Hong Kong, 1925 



New culture movement: new political terms- racialized national rhetoric 

minzu nation or race
minquan   people’s rights 
minzhu shiyi democracy 
shehui zhuyi socialism  
gongheguo republic 
geming revolution
han minzu Chinese race/people
shaoshu minzu minority people (Tibetans, Mongolians, Manchus) 

From left to right: Tibetan princess, Mongolian athletes, Lanzhou city minority family, Gansu Province
All late Qing dynasty  

Han wedding photo
1910



Two political parties/solutions emerge on the right & left: the Nationalists/Guomingdang & the Communist Party of China/Zhongguo
Gongchandang

embodied in Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975)  and Mao Zedong (1893- 1976)

Both are revolutionary parties 
Both believe in top-down political power
Both believe the people serve the state

Both believe in military solutions for political problems
Both believe in one state (China) ruling the former Qing empire, in one dominant people (the Chinese) in one national language 

(Chinese)
Both believe China will once again be a super power, that China is an ‘exceptional’ state

The Guomingdang rule the Republic from 1927 to 2000
The CCP rule mainland China from 1949



‘A nation of engineers’ the Chinese developmental state

Emphasis on modernization to counter threat of Japan

1928 Reconstruction Ministry under Sun Fo 孫科 (1891-1973)

also minister of communications (1926-27) finance (1927-8), railways 
(1928-31)   

nationalization of the 575 private electrical plants, plans to electrify all of 
China  

1932 Zhu Jiahua (left) emphasis on STEM in post secondary education 

(1893-1963) 1931-1936 number of STEM graduates at public universities 
doubles

Number of Chinese engineers triples 



Sun Yat sen International Development of China 1919

•The construction of a great Northern Port near Tianjin
•The building of a system of railways from the Great Northern port to China’ northwestern extremity 
•The colonization of Mongolia and Xinjiang
•The construction of canals to connect the inland waterway systems of North and Central China with the Great Northern Port. 
•The development Shanxi’s iron and coal fields and the construction of an iron and steel works
•Dam the Three Gorges

• 1928 The North China Conservancy Commission created to build the great northern
Port



Left 1932 map of projected railways, Right 2015 map PRC railways 



Assessing China’s war record 1941-’45

20, 000,000 dead only 3,000,000 from military conflict+ famine, 
occupation may be as high as 40 million 
 
Estimated food production decline of 30%

Biggest wholesale destruction of life and property since Taiping 
Rebellion

Massive Inflation

Inability of GMD state to rebuild China in time to win the civil war 
1945-1949

As the national government, fighting in a conventional fashion the 
nationalist government was targeted by Japan, the CCP escaped 
Japanese attention 

The Republic was unable to mount an aggressive offensive war, and 
saving best men and equipment for the civil war to follow



When does the Chinese Civil war begin?

1864?
1911?
1927?

It is the result of the militarization of Chinese politics & society and accelerates the 
same process

The GMD lose because: 

They cannot rebuild an exhausted China and mount another major military campaign 

They ran a conventional strategy and tactics of holding the cities and did not reach out 
the countryside or the treat the military well  

They underestimated the CCP and were let down by the US- but the US did not ‘lose’ 
China-the GMD lose the Chinese people 

The CCP win because:

They are a tightly organized military with a firm control over society and a simple 
platform of limited economic reform 

They employ all the methods inferior military should in order to maximize their 
chances: spies, terrorism, recruitment, accelerating internal divisions, guerilla warfare

They are extremely fortunate in their ally (the USSR) , and have a easily defended 
territory

They train and become a conventional army that uses the tactics of total war to win  



The People’s Republic: The Mao years

New Democracy 1949-56 4 million dead
Great Leap Forward 1953-59

The Great Famine 1959-62 ‘Three Bad Years’
30-40 million dead 

The Cultural Revolution 1966-76 1-1.5 million dead

Assessing the Mao years

Production grows than stagnates
Overall living conditions for the majority improve 
personal life disappears, the state consumes all

Special agent! Where are you running to?

Poster urging PRC citizens to uncover spies
ca. 1951

‘Down with the Boss man!’
The 1951 5 Antis Campaign in action



The other China: Taiwan

Becomes GMD base after 1948
more than 1 million mainlanders and their families 
flee to Taiwan

1954-1955 1st Taiwan Crisis, US 7th fleet to Taiwan 
straits

1945-1989 no independent newspapers
no alternative political parties
secret police
political prisoners 

Dead? Probably around 90,000
Constitution amended to allow for Chiang Kai-shek 
to rule indefinitely. He dies 1975. President Eisenhower visits Taiwan 1960  



1950s Agriculture reformed

Joint Committee on Rural 
Reconstruction (JCRR) 

under American patronage 
and ‘left-wing’ GMD 

Industry- successive 5 Year 
Plans

(also a planned economy-
but with emphasis on 

private and public 
enterprise and private 

property) 

Between 1952 and 1966 
Taiwan’s GNP doubles

1967 literacy rate 97%

Taiwan transformed into 
uniformly middle-class 

society

Fly Air China! 
Chiang Ching kuo (Chiang

Kai shek’s son and future president) with 
Air China flight crew, 1971



Chiang Ching kuo
eldest son of 

Chiang Kaishek
(1910-1978) 

assumes power of 
head of state in 

1975

Begins the process 
of ‘Taiwanization’
putting Taiwanese 

or Taiwan-born 
into important 

GMD and 
government posts

His wife Faina Ipat'evna
Vakhreva/Chiang Fang-liang 

1916-2004
1st Lady of the ROC



1989 ‘Taipei Spring’
Mass protests in favour of 
democratization after June 4 Beijing 
incident 

1991 National Assembly re-organized
Old seats retired

1994 Taiwan’s two biggest cities’ mayors 
directly elected

1995 GMD crimes & human rights abuses 
opened to public and academic debate

1996 First ‘national” (provincial) 
election 
GMD wins

2000 The GMD loses power in election

The ROC is governed by another party
for the first time since 1912

The ROC/Taiwan remains the most open 
Asian society and the most vigorous 
democracy   



PRC Summer 1989

Political, economic and social tensions 
bubbling since the 1970s explode

June 4th The Party and Deng Xiaoping send in 
the troops

Representatives of the Swiss RC count 1,500 
bodies in the streets and 3,500 in Beijing 

hospitals

Deng and the party make a new deal- no talk 
of politics

The party lets you have a good life and get rich

The PRC posts growth rates of 8-11% for the 
next 16 years

Courtesy The Simpsons



The PRC booms

Society remains relatively quiet 

the wealth gap doubles, and 
doubles again

Party members and their families 
dominant the economic boom

Corruption increases 

Education, health care, housing 
quietly privatized 

‘socialism’ as a unifying ideology 
is losing steam- nationalism 

increasing promoted to fill the 
gap  

Within the party power moved 
between factions as leaders are 

required to retire   



The Xi Jinping revolution

Secretary General of the CCP 2012
President 2013 (limits on Presidential Office abolished 2018)
2017 ‘Xi thought’ part of the CCP Constitution

His faction dominates Party, State Administration, Military 

Since 2011 he has promoted the ‘China Dream’  



Looking ahead?



Wander in the Fog or Wanderer in the Sea of Fog 

Wanderer über dem Nebelmeer  1817

Casper David Friedrich

Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany

Mao zhuxi qu Anyuan [毛主席去安源]
Chairman Mao goes to Anyuan

Liu Chunhua and others

Central Academy of Industrial Arts 1968







Ai Weiwei

Destroying a Han Dynasty Vase, 2004






